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"Go on, gentlemen, go on! I'm patient, you see. There's
law to be had, there's law. I shall call you to an account for
this. Take care what you say; I shaH make you prove it."

" The proof is ready," returned brother Charles, *' quite ready
to our hands. The man Snawley last night made a confession."

"Who may 'the man Snawley' be," returned Balph, "and
what may his c confession' have to do with my affairs 1"

To this inquiry, put with a dogged inflexibility of manner
which language cannot express, the old gentleman returned no
answer, but went on to say that to show him how much they
were in earnest, it would be necessary to tell him not only what
accusations were made against him, but what proof of them they
had, and how that proof had been acquired. This laying open the
whole question, brought up brother Ned, Tim Linkinwater, and
Newman Noggs, all three at once, who, after a vast deal of
talking together, and a scene of great confusion, laid before Ralph
in distinct terms the following statement.

That Newman, having been solemnly assured by one not then
producible that Smike was not the son of Snawley, and this person
having offered to make oath to that effect if necessary, they had
by this communication been first led to doubt the claim set up,
which they would otherwise have seen no reason to dispute,
supported as it was by evidence which they had no power of dis-
proving. That once suspecting the existence of a conspiracy, they
had no difficulty in tracing back its origin to the malice of Ralph
and the vindictiveness and avarice of Squeers. That suspicion
and proof being two very different things, they had been advised
by a lawyer, eminent for his sagacity and acuteness in such
practice, to resist the proceedings taken on the other side for the
recovery of the youth as slowly and artfully as possible, and
meanwhile to beset Snawley (with whom it was clear the main
falsehood must rest); to lead him, if possible, into contradictory
and conflicting statements; to harass him by all available means;
and so to practise on Ms fears and regard for his own safety as
to induce him to divulge the whole scheme, and to give up his
employer and whomsoever else he could implicate. That all this
had been skilfully done; but that Snawley, who was well practised
in the arts of low cunning and intrigue, had successfully baffled all
their attempts, until an unexpected circumstance had brought him
last night upon his knees.

It thus arose. When Newman Noggs reported that Squeers
was again in town, and that an interview of such secrecy had
taken place between him and Ralph that he had been sent out oi
the house, plainly lest he should overhear a word, a watch was set